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mated visits to prominent works all over the country; lie
knows every shipbuilding yard on the coast, and he has followed
the growth of the mercantile marine with close interest. As
he speeds Ms ships of war across the ocean, the Emperor is not
slow to avow that the protection and extension of German
trade are a chief concern of the navy; when a great shipping
firm launches a new ocean greyhound, an Imperial telegram
of congratulation will reach the guests at the luncheon-table ;
and it is only a short time ago that by special favour he allowed
one of Ms naval adjutants to join the board of directors of the
largest of the Hamburg lines.
While, however, tie State is never slow to encourage national
enterprise, the mercantile classes have not lost the spirit of self-
reliance. In its dealings with the railway and with all Govern-
ment authorities the trading world is greatly helped by the
admirable Chambers of Commerce which exist in all the large
towns and industrial districts. A short time ago the announce-
ment was published in English newspapers from Washington
that the United States Secretary of State had " decided that
it will be impossible to accept statements by British Chambers
of Commerce as primd facie eyidence as to the value of exports
to this country, as can be done in the case of similar organisa-
tions of Germany under the new regulations, and the reason of
this is that the G-erman Chambers are quasi-official organisa-
tions,, while the British are not." It is not correct to say
that the Grerman Chambers of Commerce are even partially
official in character if by that be meant that they are In any
way Government institutions. They are, however, in continual
with the 0-overnment, which indeed consults them upon
ail questions directly affecting the interests of commerce, and
for this reason, as well as because of their representative
constitution, they carry great weight.
Each State has its own Chamber of Commerce Law, though
the basis, constitution, and general mode of operations are in
all  essential details everywhere the  same.   A Chamber   of
Commerce is elected by the whole of the registered trading firms
in a district, and its funds are as a rule derived from a small
tax upon these firms, forming a percentage of the  trade or
tax  (Gewerlestewr) which they pay to the  local
for its administrative purposes.    In Its inner govern-